JOURNEY FROM ACRE TO NAZARETH,
the Christian priests to that village had long
been discontinued. *
It was nearly six o*clock when we approached
Nazareth, from the mountain above which we
had again a prospect of Mount Carmel and the
Bay of Accho; and reaching the summit of this
lofty eminence, the valley and the town opened
suddenly upon our view. The former was
marked by enclosures of the soil, even upon
rocky beds for cultivation, and the latter pre-
sented the appearance of a respectable village,
with about two hundred well-built dwellings,
and a handsome little mosque, with minareh,
dome, and arches rising from its centre.
The hill was so steep and rugged, that we
were obliged to descend it on foot; and if it
* This was so large a city in the time of Ptolemy and
Cleopatra, that the former lost a number of men in an
unsuccessful attack on it. (Joseph. Antiq. Jud. 1. xiii.
c. 12. 5.) It was the seat also of one of the five councils by
which Judea was governed in the time of Gabinius. (1. xiv.
c. 5,4.) It is expressly called the capital of Galilee in several
places, and enumerated amongst the greatest cities. (Life of
Josephus, 9.45. 65.) It was taken by Herod, who approached
it through snow, (De Bello Jud. 1. L c. 16/2.) and was aban-
doned by its inhabitants when they fled^before their Saracen
invaders. (Mines de rOrient>#tom.iii. p. 81.) Benjamin of
Tudela says, " At Sipuria, anciently Tsiphori, were the se-
pulchres of Hhakados and Hhavah, who returned from
Babylon; with that of Jonas, son of Amithai the Prophet,
and others very ancient."